LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN (LLARRP)

WORKING GROUP MEETING #10
Thursday, February 2, 2016 ¢ 6:00 pm —9:00 pm
Veterans Park, 6662 Loveland Street, Bell Gardens, CA 90201

INTRODUCTION

On February 2, 2017, California State Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon of the 63 Assembly
District and the Rivers and Mountain Conservancy (RMC) co-hosted the tenth meeting of the
Working Group for the Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan (LLARRP). The purpose of
the meeting was to identify potential issues and opportunities associated with specific sites
along the Lower Los Angeles River.

Meeting Format and Agenda

The tenth meeting of the Working Group occurred on February 2, 2017, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. at Veterans Park, 6662 Loveland Street, Bell Gardens. Approximately 24 representatives
and 25 community members participated in the meeting (Attachment B).

Mark Stanley, Executive Officer of the RMC opened the meeting by welcoming attendees and
explaining the purpose and objectives of the meeting. This meeting was hosted by the City of Bell
Gardens and Working Group Member, Councilmember Pedro Aceituno. Mr. Aceituno also
welcomed the attendees and introduced special guests from the City of Bell Gardens and Mayor
Jose Mendoza. Mayor Mendoza thanked the participants for visiting the Bell Gardens, noting the
City’s unique location between the Lower LA River and the Rio Hondo, and the importance of
revitalizing river to the Bell Gardens community.

Mark Stanley then introduced Daniel lacofano of MIG, Inc., who served as meeting facilitator
and provided an overview of the agenda (Attachment A) and meeting format before asking for
self-introductions from all participants. Mr. lacofano included PowerPoint slides to support
review of agenda items and discussion points (Attachment C). After reviewing upcoming
meetings and agendas for the Working Group’s Plan Element and River Segment Committees,
Mr. lacofano invited meeting participants to join small groups for an interactive mapping
exercise and discussions.
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SUMMARY OF SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS
Participants mapped issues and opportunities at the following sites along the Lower L.A. River:

e |-710/Atlantic Boulevard

e Rio Hondo Confluence

e Compton Creek Confluence
e River Estuary

Participants joined a small group corresponding to the site of their choice. Each group was
briefed on the site’s context and existing conditions by a project team member, and
participants also added their insights about the context. Participants then discussed issues,
opportunities, and possibilities for the future of each site while facilitators recorded comments
on sheets of flip chart paper and large maps.

Representatives from each small group reported back to the full Working Group on major
issues and opportunities as noted on flip chart pages and large maps. Andy Pendoley of MIG
recorded key points on a large sheet of wallgraphic paper (Attachment D). The following
sections provide a summary of overarching themes, detailed discussion points from each small
group, and photo-reduced copies of the maps.

Overarching Themes
Following are overarching themes of issues and opportunities from all small group discussions.

Issues
e Insufficient trail maintenance
e Limited crossings
e Poor air, soil and water quality
e Numerous industrial land uses
e Poor connectivity
e Lack of open space

Opportunities
e Develop multi-use pathways
e Use public art as a beautification tool
e Restore natural habitat
e Improve soil and water quality
e Create opportunities for recreation activities
e Improve aesthetics with trees and gateways
e Provide amenities such as shade and seating
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I-710/Atlantic Boulevard

Issues

Excessive trash along power easement
Insufficient connectivity
o Residents of Maywood and Vernon cannot easily access recreation spaces
located across the River from their communities
o Slauson bridge is too narrow to accommodate pedestrians or people riding bikes
o Traffic congestion along Atlantic Boulevard creates a dangerous pedestrian
environment
Lack of shade and greenery along existing trails
Open space adjacent to the I-710 freeway is problematic for public health

Opportunities

Create a designated path for pedestrians and people riding bikes

Consider adding a steel-frame extension to the Slauson Bridge for pedestrian access
Expand wetlands to improve wildlife habitat

Coordinate with existing traffic mitigation projects in Vernon, particularly along Atlantic
Boulevard

Develop job trails between Slauson, Atlantic, and Washington Boulevards

Create murals along bike path

Add trees along District Boulevard bike path to increase shade

Implement best management practices for runoff and soil remediation

Consider upstream remediation to improve industrial and dry weather runoff

Develop multi-use paths

Improve bike access within the community through paths, lights, and bi-lingual signage
Improve walkability and pedestrian access points

Use vacant lot for wildlife habitat, wetlands and terracing along the right of way
Consider park opportunities at “Frog Spot”

Improve in-channel access
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Rio Hondo Confluence

Issues

Fenced off LADWP easements are a barrier to river access
Connectivity is an issue at Imperial Highway
Railroad crossing
Area lacks art and culture amenities
o Native American History
o Education
The river is not designed as an amenity which creates a safety risk for recreational users
Lack of community outreach and community involvement in institutions
Lack of regular maintenance
Lack of security and safety
Lack of signage
Narrow crossings
Poor connectivity of multi-use trail
Lack of restrooms
Poor access to parking at Orchard
Unequal access for all groups
Long-term maintenance for future revitalized areas

Opportunities

Include youth in the planning process
Connect proposed school to river
o Consider creating a multi-use facility
Create a centerpiece for recreation, art and habitat at the confluence
Develop wetlands where the confluence meets the freeway
Create a habitat island
Construct bridges to connect East and West banks
o Ensure crossings are wide enough for all users (multi-use)
Consider opportunities to create an inundation area at at LACFCD Yard
Support seasonal recreation, including kayak and paddle boat
Promote habitat restoration
Study affordable housing needs if large development is considered
Create activity sites: playgrounds, nature centers, amphitheater, and oases/anchors
Develop web-based and traditional programs (e.g., BIBA) to keep people engaged
Improve signage
Consider opportunities at Circle Park
Develop open space north of Railroad Bridge
Expand river bottom access and dry weather crossings
Curate art along the rail line to attract attention



Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan
Summary Report | Working Group Meeting #10, 2/2/17

A — e —

‘ '!' ,Q*i.’",l . "a. "

K 12!
bl e e < Al 2 A -
5

\p e ™
o 028 0s

e s et —— e e e o s

LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN
RIO HONDO CONFLUENCE
M B G FEBRUARY 2, 2017



Compton Creek Confluence

Issues

Insufficient river crossings
Fast water flow is unsafe
Poor aesthetics

Lack of open space
Insufficient greenery

Poor air and soil quality
Difficulty of land acquisition

Opportunities

Improve neighborhood access
o Trails and crossings
o Active areas
o River
o Youth access
Support habitat and landscape restoration
o Protect wildlife
o Consider environmental impacts
o Improve aesthetics
o Develop gateways
Expand amenities
o Seating
o Signage
o Artand culture
o Interactive features
o Restareas
o Overlook and viewing areas
Utilize the hardscape
o Low flow crossings
o Play opportunities in the River
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River Estuary

Issues

Poor connectivity through the neighborhoods to access the river

Huge volumes of contaminants flow to Estuary, particularly

related to upstream industrial, rainfall, and brackish water

Safety issues associated with poor soil quality and moving contaminated soil

Opportunities

Support habitat restoration along the stream

Develop trail network on De Forest Ave

Improve signage and navigation

Capture and treat runoff

Develop upstream enhancements to improve water quality downstream
Identify plant and marine species that can naturally filter water

Develop wetlands (preferably saltwater) near D3 and D4 sites (West 16 Street)
Access existing soil quality data from Council on Watershed Health and the SCCWRP
Support coastal prairie and other underrepresented ecosystems

Develop a birding area near site D2

Consider a multi-purpose bridge at Hill St.
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PRESENTATION: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT UPDATE

Mr. Pendoley provided an update on the progress of community engagement tasks related to
project branding and development of an online mapping tool. The Community Engagement
Committee is directing the project team on developing a compelling brand for the Lower LA
River revitalization that will reflect the comprehensive nature of the work and honor the
diverse communities in the region. A final version will be shared with the Working Group at the
next meeting.

Mr. Pendoley also provided a demonstration of the online mapping tool that will be used to
gather community feedback moving forward. Once developed, the interactive, web-based
qguestionnaire will allow participants to comment on their preferences for specific locations
along the River.

NEXT STEPS

Mr. lacofano concluded the meeting by thanking Working Group members, and confirming
among representatives of specific cities that the next three meetings would occur on the dates
at the following locations:

e Thursday, March 2,2017, Compton

e Thursday, April 6, 2017, Long Beach/Bixby Knolls

e Thursday, May 4, 2017, Downey

11
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LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN (LLARRP)
WORKING GROUP PROJECT MEETING No. 10

Meeting Objectives:

Thursday, February 2, 2017
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Yeterans Park, Ross Hall

6662 Loveland Street, Bell Gardens, CA 90201

1. Review status and next steps for Committees

2. |dentify preferences and priorities for design elements at opportunity sites

3. Review latest developments in community engagement: branding and online
questionnaire designs and community presentations

4. Coordinate upcoming meetings

AGENDA

5:30 pm Sign-In, Refreshments and Networking!

6:00 pm I Welcome, Introductions and Agenda Overview
Mark Stanley, Executive Officer, RMC
Mayor Pedro Aceituno, City of Bell Gardens
Daniel lacofano, Meeting Facilitator, MIG

6:10 pm . Updates: Committees’ Next Steps

6:15 pm . Small Groups: Discussion of Opportunity Sites
A Potential Design Elements and Options
B. Preferences and Priorities
C. Small Group Reports

7:30 pm v. Update: Community Engagement Activities
A. Project Identification and Branding
B. Web-Based Community Questionnaire and Mapping
C. Community Presentations

8:15 pm VI Summary and Next Steps

8:20 pm Vil. Announcements and Public Comment

8:30 pm Vill. Meeting Close...and Networking!

12
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ATTACHMENT B: SIGN IN SHEETS

AB 530 LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN
WORKING GROUP LIST

. Appointee. - Appintee’s Email.  ‘AlternatelsEmail
1 Businesses — Chamber of Commerce Efrén Martinez emz24@vyahoo.com
2 California Assembly District 63 Raul Alvarez -/ raul.alvarez@asm.ca.gov Jeremy Roseman jeremyrosemani@asm.ca.gov
3 City of Bell Ali Saleh asaleh@cityofbell.org Nestor Enrique Valencia nvalencia@cityofbell.org
4 City of Bell Gardens Pedro Aceituno ¥ paceituno@bellgardens.crg : i },‘“ L4y !5{[, '{Tr,; " b {L‘:“ wilvin
5 City of Cudahy Baru Sanchez bsanched@gmail.com Aaron Hernandez-Torres ahernandez@cityofcudahyca.gov
6 City of Downey /M:’;’/ Sean Ashton sashton@downeyca.org
7 City of Huntington Park Graciela Ortiz gortiz@hpca.gov
Jonathan Kraus  + onathan.kraus@longheach.pov
8 City of Long Beach Al Austin district8@longheach.pov
Larry Rich %, larry.rich@lenghbeach.gov
Mike Affeldt** michael.affeldt@lacity.org
Evelyn Cortez-Davis evelyn.cortez-davis@ladwyp.com
9 City of Los Angeles Carol Armstrong carol.armstrong@|acity.cx Serge Haddad serge haddad@ladwp.com
Rafael Villegas rafaelvillepas@ladwp.com
bob.sun@tadwp.com
10 City of Lynwood Aide Castro castro.aide@gmail.com Maria T. Santillan-Beas mariasantillanbeas@yahoo.com
11 City of Mayweod Eddie De La Riva eddie.delariva@cityofmaywood.crg
Christopher 5. Cash** ccash@paramountcity.com
12 City of Paramount Gene Daniefs*
Wendy Macias wimacias(@paramounicity.com
Arturo Cervantes acervantes@sogate.org
13 City of South Gate Jorge Morales iorgamoratesjir@gmail.com
Gladis Deras ./ gderas@sogate.org

* Resigned from the Working Group/no langer in oftice
** Primary alternate Page 1of 3

e
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AB 530 LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN

WORKING GROUP LIST

+ Organization . Appointes “Appintee’s Email. ‘- Alternate(s) “ Alternate's Email. +
29 Prevention Institute Manal Aboelata manal@preventioninstitute.org Elva Yafiez elva@preventioninstitute.org
Antonio Hicks** / ahicks@publiccounsel.or
30 Public Counsel Christina Giorgio* Ritu Mahajan rmahajan@publiccounsel.org.
Dat Phan dphan@publiccounsel.or
31 Regional Water Quality Control Board Irma Mufioz Irma.munoz@mujeresdelatierra.org
Jon Switalski** jon@riveria.org
32 River LA Maria Camacho* T
. S A :
v v @ .org.
Cynthia Kurtil,{!, < cynthia@riverla.or,
Shona Gangu!y*;* sganguly@tnc.org
33 The Nature Conservancy Jill Sourial jill.sourial@tnc.org
Charlotte A. Pienkos: ; cpienkos@inc.org
-
34 The Trust for Public Land Tori Kjer tori.kier@tpl.org Rabin Mark \;/_\~ robin.mark@tpl.org
35 Trails4all Jim Meyer -/ imeyerT4A@aol.com W
I o A Justinvee lustin yee@nps.gov
36 Urban Waters Federal Partnership PaulineLouie pauline@watershedhealth.org
M Diana Varat dvarat@g.ucla.edu
37 Water Replenishment District Willard Murray shrown@wrd.org; wiurray@wrd.org
/ loe Gonzalez igonzalez@wca.ca.gov'
38 Watershed Conservation Authority =Pebbie Enos v denos@wea.ca.gov
m Johnathan Perisho iperisho@wea.ca.gov
39 Watts Reimagined Frank O'Brien \/ frank@wattsreimagined.org Chris Jordan frank@hwedc.com
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Mark Stanley \,” mstanley@rme.ca.gov

* Resigned from the Warking Group/no langer in office
** Primary alternate

Page 3of3
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AB 530 LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN

WORKING GROUP LIST

. . Organization | L __Apliéﬁihtee' _“Apbiﬁtee'é Email 'Alt_er_ﬁ"a_te'(s) e : Alie:rn':até‘s' Email
Derek Wieske dwieske@ci.vernon.ca.us
14 City of Vernon Alex Kung akung@ci.vernon.ca.us
Brandon Araujo baraujo@civernon.ca.us
15 Council of Watershed Health Chris Solek* Wendy Ramallo wendy@watershedheaith.org
16 | €ast Yard Communities for Envir. Justice Mark Lopez / markl.eycej@gmail.com Taylor Thomas taylort.eycej@gmail.com
Marissa Christiansen marissa@folar.org
17 Friends of the LA River (FoLAR) William P. Bowling wph@folar.org
Stephen Mejia - smejia@folar.org
18 From Lot to Spot (FLTS) Viviana Franco “viviana@fromlottospot.org
19 Gateway Cities COG Robert Garcia Diagna Tang@longbeach.gov Arturo Sanchez arturo.sanchez@longbeach.gav
20 | Gateway Water Management Authority Christopher S. Cash ccash@paramounteity.com Wendy Macias wmacias@paramountcity.com
21 Heal the Bay James Alamillo jalamillo@healthebay.arg
22 Long Beach Conservation Corps Dan Knapp dknapp@cclb-corps.org Kedrin Hopkins khopkins@cclb-corps.or
23 tos Angeles Conservation Corps Dore Burry v dburry@lacorps.org
24 Los Angeles County Bike Coalition Tamika Butler \‘,/ tamika@la-bike.org Lyndsey Nolan lyndsey@la-bike.or)
Kimberly Ortega ./ kortepa@bos.lacounty.gov
25 Los Angeles County 1st District Teresa Villegas tvillegas@baos.lacounty.gov
Elizabeth Alcantar ealcantar@bos lacounty.gov
26 Los Angeles County 2nd District Karly Katona kkatona@bos.laccunty.gov Lacey Johnson lichnson@bos lacounty.gov
Angela Driscoll** adriscoll@bos.lacounty.gov
27 Los Angeles County 4th District Julie Moore*
Herlinda Chico hchico@bos.lacounty.gov
Keshia Sextcn**%:s‘ ksexton@lanlt.org
28 Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust Alina Bokde*
Mark Glassock malassock@lanlt.org

* Resigned from the Working Group/no longer in office
** Primary alternate

Page 2 of 3
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February 2, 2017
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ATTACHMENT C: POWERPOINT SLIDES

2/8/2017
AB 530 Lower LA River Revitalization Plan
February 2,2017
Agenda s et
L
* Welcome, Introductions and WM_\“"‘”‘V“"":"‘\"::““"
Overview e
* Updates: Committees’ Next s
Steps AGENDA
* Small Groups: Opportunity U —
Sites e s
* Update: Community =t “"':_"'""
Engagement § R e
* Summary and Next Steps o ——
B wed Qurorrere ad werry
* Announcements and Public —
comments 20pm w Annourcenents and Pk Comment
0pm VI Meeting Close_and Networking
1
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2/8/2017

Updates:
Committees’ Next Ste

. Roles and Responsibilities of
e Committees

Direct the development of chapters that will be
incorporated in the AB 530 Plan and/or the outreach to

support the development of the AB 530 Plan

PROJECT CONCEPT PLAN DRAFT AND
' ORGANIZATION . DEVELOPMENT FINAL PLAN
\oarerTy Folea arc ‘Sakect ool polkses ond Drsn s Exemant
Fascorabikses progzra. Comehi Sacton
ity Erbmteiaty e i s
Polisles/FrOSeryFiviecs
Prioriian. Dveniog Ty Fdew Pradrst nary Dt
Case Duamyles. Dysion PEITY pIeecs.

February2, 2017 | 4
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2/8/2017
~—_ Next Plan Element Committee
& = Meetings - February 2017
Objedi"e
Community Economics, Health, Finalize Criteria and Prioritization and
and Equity Identify Areas of Need
. Community Engagement Plan, Branding,
St iy Eagogerine ot and Watershed Ed ucation Program
Public Realm Finalize Criteria and Prioritization and
Identify Areas of Need
< Finalize Criteria and Prioritization and
Water And Environment (eiitity Ateas ofiNead
. Evaluate Policies, Funding Strate gies, and
Implementation
Program Needs
LLARRP Working Group Meeting #10° February2, 2017 | S
’% Next River Segment Committee
4 / Meetings - March 2017
River Segment Committee Objective
Vernon to Rio Hondo
Evaluate opportunity sites along the
Rio Hondo to Compton Creek project study area
Compton Creek to LA River Outlet
2

21



Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan
Summary Report | Working Group Meeting #10, 2/2/17

Small Group Discussions:

Discussion Objectives

* Understand the current

context and conditions of key ="

sites: / ik
— 1-710/Atlantic
= Rio Hondo Confluences===="" |

— Compton Creek Confluence
— Estuary

* Review and refine issues and
opportunities

* |dentify possibilities for the
future

* Report to full Working Group

LLARRP Working Group Meeting #10

2/8/2017
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2/8/2017
I-710/Atlantic
Rio Hondo Confluence
5
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2/8/2017

Compton Creek Confluence
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Discussion Framework

¢ Site overview--issues and opportunities:
* Land uses and buildings
¢ Habitat
* Water quality and supply
+ Connectivity
¢ Parksand recreation
¢ Artand culture
* Discussion questions:
* What are additional issues for this site?
* What are additional opportunities for this site?
*  What are the possibilities for capitalizing on the opportunities?
*  What would be most appropriate for the site?

LLARRP Working Group Mesting #10 February 2, 2017 | 13

Reports Back:

2/8/2017
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2/8/2017

@ Update: Branding

Purpose
Establish a compelling brand for the Lower LA River
revitalization that reflects the comprehensive nature of the
work and honors the diverse communities in the region.

Goals

Educate: Teach people about the Plan
Engage: Get people excited about the Plan
Motivate: Inspire people to get involved
Act: Offer people ways to take action

LLARRP Working Group Mesting 410 February 2, 2017 | 16
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A
& Update: Branding
Key Principles
Community: Establish a sense of place and connection
Inclusivity: Ensure that the Plan embraces all people
Ecology: Respect the natural environment
History: Honor the rich traditions of the region
Opportunity: Show the Plan’s potential
LLARRP Working Group Meeting #10 February 2, 2017 | 17
/"\\‘
w“""“' Update: Branding
Audiences
The Public: The people who live, work and play near the
River—families, seniors, singles, teachers, students,
workers, etc.
Influential Partners: Elected officials, advocacy groups,
community organizations, businesses, agencies, etc., who
can help inform the public about the Revitalization
efforts.
LLARRP Working Group Meeting #10 February 2, 2017 | 18
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& Update: Branding
Process
Early Community Input
Vision
Colors
Engagement Committee
Goals
Principles
imagery
Name
Design
LLARRF Working Group Meeting #10 February 2, 2017 | 19
-
Q"""“ Update: Online Communi
Purpose
Engage the community in defining the issues and potential
improvements for the Lower LA River.
Objectives
Understand how the community uses the Lower LA River
Collect community input on potential improvements to
specific locations on the Lower LA River
LLARRP Working Group Meeting #10 February 2,2017 | 20
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&

&2 | Update: Online Commul

Live Demonstration

LLARRF Working Group Mesting #10 February 2, 2017 | 21

w‘“"" Update: Community Pres

Purpose
Build community awareness of the LLARRP through
informational presentations to community organizations

Target Audiences

Elected officials

Community and neighborhood organizations
Interested recreational users

Schedule
February — April 2017

LLARRP Working Group Mesting 410

February 2, 2017 | 22
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Summary and

Next Stgeps

Meeting Schedule

* First Thursday of each month
* 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
* Through February 2018
* Next meetings:
— Thursday, March 2, 2017, Compton
— Thursday, April 6, 2017, Long Beach/Bixby Knolls

— Thursday, May 4, 2017, Downey
— Thursday, June 1, 2017, 777

LLARR P Warking & raup Mesting #10 February 2, 2017 | 24
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Announcements aﬁa’ '
Public Comments_
AB 530 Lower LA River Revitalization Plan
WORKING GROUP MEETING NO. 10
February 2, 2017
13
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